
 

Page 1 
 

February 11, 2016 

Dear AQI Practice, 

As you may be aware, the AQI has experienced many changes and tremendous growth this past 

year.  NACOR currently includes data from over 350 practices, a 42 percent increase from the previous 

year.  We predict this growth will continue into 2016 and beyond, particularly with increasing CMS 

payment penalties and the pressure to report quality measures through a registry.  

Based upon a thorough review of current AQI IT infrastructure and processes, we have determined that 

while appropriate when launching NACOR, AQI’s original approach of accepting all file formats is not 

scalable and therefore will not meet future NACOR and quality reporting demands. In order for AQI to 

scale NACOR, several changes will be taking place in the next six months. First, in June 2016 AQI will be 

outsourcing its technical operations and data warehousing to ArborMetrix. Located in Ann Arbor 

Michigan, ArborMetrix is well regarded in the vendor community and supports dozens of registries and 

quality improvement initiatives at the national and regional level.   

Second, AQI will implement standardized file format requirements and move to XML as its standard 

format. Approximately 70% of NACOR groups are either submitting data in the standard XML format or 

are in the midst of transitioning to XML format.  Our goal is to transition all non-XML groups and 

vendors to XML format by July 1, 2016.  This deadline is consistent with NACOR’s transition to 

ArborMetrix.   

Please contact your in-house IT department and/or vendor to assess the current file format of all data 

files that are being submitted to NACOR.  This will help determine next steps to meet the XML 

formatting deadline of July 1, 2016.  Also ensure that the NACOR minimum dataset is being met; missing 

minimum dataset fields will no longer be accepted.  Incomplete data submission results in reports that 

provide minimal value to your practice and potentially compromise the integrity of NACOR’s aggregate 

data.  We value your participation in NACOR and hope to make this move to XML formatting as easy for 

you as possible. To that end, we offer the following suggestions to assist you with meeting the XML 

format data submission by the July 1, 2016 deadline: 

 In-house IT resources or IT consulting resources may be an option for you to explore.  An 

experienced IT resource can convert files to XML. 

 If you are using a vendor, please discuss this deadline with him/her.  All vendors have been notified 

of the upcoming transition to ArborMetrix and the file format requirements via a separate 

communication. 

 The AQI website publishes a list of NACOR minimum dataset vendors and QCDR vendors who meet 

the XML format for submission to AQI.  You may want to engage with one of these vendors. 
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 Refer to our website resources to find a sample of an XML file (include NACOR minimum dataset –all 

fields are required, QR data elements in the CPTSet, and QCDR data elements in the 

OutcomeSet).  Once you format a file, test the file for compliance using our online file validator. 

 Questions about file format?  Email askaqi@asahq.org with Subject Line: XML File Format and your 

[AQI Practice ID]. 

 A conference call appointment may be requested to help you with XML formatting questions. 

 If data comes from multiple data sources/vendors, i.e., one file for billing data and one for measures 

data, the following two options are available: 

1. One XML file that contains all case data, or  

2. Multiple XML files that include clearly identified ‘anesthesia case IDs’ that allow all data 

about a specific case to be connected.  The ‘anesthesia case IDs’ must be used consistently 

across all disparate files, and be uniformly located in a consistently labeled field. This 

approach will require a cooperative effort among vendors and the practice group. 

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding during this time of change. We believe the 

standardization of file formats is an essential step that will facilitate local quality improvement efforts, 

advance OR management, and assist in meeting the regulatory demands anesthesiologists face in 

future. 

https://www.aqihq.org/vendorsqcdrhelp.aspx
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